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In summary, WGSIP concludes that: NINO3.4 is widely recognized as a robust index for
ENSO; ENSO is a continuous phenomenon and provision of a scale is better suited to
providing a balanced probabilistic description of potential impacts; and that the proposed new
approach is a scientifically sound, pragmatic approach to monitoring the current status of the
tropical Pacific Ocean. The definition outlined above is specifically designed for operational
monitoring and prediction purposes, and complements rather than replaces alternative
definitions of value in other contexts, e.g. research.